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Become Usable 
Frankton – 10/5/14 

Scripture: Matthew 5.13-16 salt and light of the earth 

Proposition: God uses people who make themselves usable to him. 

Remember, we are in a series that’s the reason for your wearing your jerseys today, and for the 

next several weeks.  The series is titles: The Jersey Effect, and it comes from a book of the same 

name by Hunter Smith.  [SLIDE]  Hunter was the Indianapolis Colts punter during the 2006-7 

NFL season, the one when the Colts won the Super Bowl.  Yes, Hunter the punter.  Hunter is a 

devout Christian and even though he’s retired now, he still lives in Zionsville.  He wrote his book 

by inviting several players and coaches that he knew were Christian to write to him and tell him 

the effect wearing a pro football jersey had on their lives.  Tony Dungy, Tarik Glenn, and Ben 

Utecht are some of those men whose stories are in the book.  Hunter’s purpose for writing the book 

was to write about the effect that wearing the jersey can have on a pro athlete, and also about the 

impact a pro player can have because of his jersey.  You might be surprised to find out about the 

struggles all of these men had, even though they were successful professional athletes, adored by 

so many people.  We’re looking at their struggles and how we struggle with the same things, and 

how, with God’s help, we can overcome those struggles.   

Matt Giordano [SLIDE] played free safety for the Colts during their Super Bowl season.  He 

wasn’t a starter but was one of those situation players.  He came in as an extra defensive back 

when the other team was expected to pass the ball.  He played his college ball at California and 

was drafted by the Colts in 2005.  He played four seasons with the Colts, then went on to the 

Packers, Saints, Raiders, and Rams.  I didn’t see him listed on the Rams roster for this year, and I 

don’t know if he is still playing.  One of the highlights of his career is that late in the fourth quarter 

of the Super Bowl, Matt deflected a fourth down pass that “iced” the game for the Colts.  One 

thing important for Hunter Smith, Matt was his “personal protector” on punt plays.  In other words, 

Matt was out there to make sure Hunter didn’t get clobbered while he was punting.  Hunter and 

Matt had a strong bond as did their families.  Their wives lived together for a while after both men 

got traded by the Colts to different teams.   

So let’s get into Matt’s story.  As I said he was a situational player for the Colts that Super Bowl 

year.  He remembers that Super Bowl Sunday very well.  He tells the story of how he was on the 

field warming up before the game.  He took a moment to look around and take it all in.  And there 

in the stands he saw his wife.  She wasn’t jumping up and down trying to get his attention.  She 

wasn’t screaming his name at the top of her lungs.  She wasn’t trying to get his attention in any 

way.  Their eyes met and all she did was give him a simple wave.  And he said that if felt as if they 

were looking across an empty room at one another.  It was just such a simple interaction.  And it 

spoke to him.  It was as if the message was this: “There is your wife; life is still normal; so just 

relax and be who you are.   

You all know the Colts won the game, right?  Like so many of the Colts, Matt felt all the hoopla 

of winning the Super Bowl.  Everybody wanted a piece of him.  Life went from being a 

professional football player to being a Super Bowl winning professional football player.  And Matt 
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says he messed up in reacting to the hoopla.  But it wasn’t in the same way that most of the others 

messed up by becoming too engrossed in all the attention.  Matt actually went the other way.  He 

decided that he wanted to be humble as his response to winning the Super Bowl.  He figured that 

God would want him to be humble because pride is such a big trap for successful folks to fall into.  

But he probably over compensated.  He decided that [SLIDE] a humble response would be a silent 

response.  He used a good principle to justify a wrongdoing in his faith.  Looking back he realizes 

that in pursuing humility through silence was a cop-out for not sharing his faith when he had the 

opportunities.  He looks back with regret about the missed opportunities to share his faith afforded 

by his Super Bowl win. 

I think there are many, many people who have made the decision to be a quiet Christian instead of 

a vocal one.  Many, many people choose to “share” their faith through example.  They say that 

your actions speak louder than words, which is partially true.  You see, when you never use your 

words, your actions can’t tell the whole story.  Some people say that by living a good, moral life 

that other people will automatically know they are Christian because of their moral choices.  I 

know a lot of people who live what you and I would call a good moral life, but never darken the 

door of a church.  A friend of mine from my engineering days is a prime example of that.  You 

would hope your sons or grandsons would grow up to be like this man.  However, he has never 

claimed Christianity as his faith. 

We justify our silence.  We say that the silence in our faith sharing is part of our humility, or that 

we are open-minded or respectful of others.  We don’t want to be like “those” people, the ones we 

term as religious zealots.  The one who can’t keep quiet about our faith.  The ones who are bold 

about their faith.  Yet, I think Jesus was pretty bold about his faith.  That’s what he did for three 

years – told people about the Kingdom of God.  I know what you’re saying, “Yes, Jesus was bold; 

but he was also God, so he could be bold.”  Got it.  But what about the apostles, weren’t they pretty 

bold.  Didn’t it take chutzpah to proclaim a message that went against the grain of what everyone 

thought possible?  Didn’t it take chutzpah to keep on talking even though there were dire, 

sometimes fatal consequences to sharing your faith?  Weren’t the apostles bold? 

Winston Churchill once said, [SLIDE] “Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage 

is also what it takes to sit down and listen.”  Certainly, in the life of a Christian, there needs to be 

a balance in our lives.  There are certainly times when we should just sit down, shut up listen and 

go about our daily Christian lives, being the good example for people to follow.  However, there 

are also times when we need to stand up and speak the truth in love.  It is my firm belief that God 

opens doors so you can share your faith.  And when we don’t walk through those doors and share 

with others the truth that we know, we are doing them a disservice and God a disservice.  If we 

remain silent, the person may never know the benefits of the relationship with God.  If we remain 

silent, God’s kingdom may lose a person, and God never wants to lose a person.   

That’s the jersey effect that Matt Giordano wrote about.  God opened doors for Matt to share his 

faith and Matt just didn’t make himself available to be used by God.  Instead, he was pursuing 

humility through silence; trying to be a good Christian while all the while failing to share his 

Christian faith.  Since he didn’t make himself available, he wasn’t usable by God.  Here’s his quote 

on the subject: [SLIDE] “Maybe instead of saying, ‘God use me,’ with our own intentions already 

in mind, [SLIDE] we might more accurately say, ‘God, help me be usable.’”  That’s letting God 
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formulate his plan for our life and us following it, rather than us formulating the plan for our life 

and hoping God puts his stamp of approval on it. 

Hunter Smith reflects on our making ourselves usable to God in a different way.  He started by 

telling a story.  It was his rookie year with the Colts.  And it was not a good year; it was a year of 

bad punting statistics – especially for a rookie who didn’t have a history of good years to lean on.  

He was nervous every time he stepped on the field to punt.  He was afraid he was one bad punt 

from being cut from the team.  And this week they were playing the Dallas Cowboys – the team 

he rooted for in his youth.  Many of you remember the punt returner on that Dallas team: Deion 

Sanders.  And he was really good at what he did.  His nickname was “Prime Time” because he 

loved all the limelight and he tended to come up big with the lights were on.  The week prior to 

the game, Deion Sanders had called out this rookie punter.  Deion was quoted as saying, [SLIDE] 

“If I see the whites of that punter’s eyes, you better just close up shop.”  It was his way of saying 

that if Deion’s punt return got close to Hunter, it was lights out.  There was no way this punter was 

going to stop him. 

Well, the Colts had a strategy to keep that from happening – they were going to punt the ball away 

from Deion.  The whole week of practice before the game, Hunter had practiced punting the ball 

out of bounds.  There was no way the Colts were going to let Deion Sanders, the most feared punt 

returner in the league, score on them.  Then came the first time the Colts had to punt.  Hunter trots 

out onto the field and takes his position.  He picked out a spot in the stand to punt the ball to – and 

it was a long way from where Deion Sanders was positioned.  The snap came back to him, Hunter 

caught it went into his punting motion and proceeded to shank the punt, which means he hit it off 

the side of his foot and the ball didn’t go anywhere close to where Hunter was aiming it.  

Unfortunately, it went right down the center of the field right at Deion Sanders.  Deion caught the 

ball and made a couple of great moves to get into the open field and the only guy left to tackle him 

was…you guessed it, the rookie punter having a bad year, Hunter the punter.  Hunter recalls 

thinking: “All week I was instructed not to punt the ball to him.  I practiced kicking the ball out of 

bounds.  I punted the ball to him.  Now the worst thing is happening, he’s going to score and I’m 

going to get cut.”  It’s amazing how fast your brain can think when your life is passing before your 

eyes. 

Hunter had a decision to make.  In the midst of adversity – when the worst possible scenario was 

taking place, when his career was in jeopardy, when he was ticked at himself and overwhelmed by 

circumstances – he could either step up and put himself in a position to tackle Deion Sanders, or 

he could fulfill Sander’ boastful pre-game prophesy.  In other words: it was fight or flight.  Hunter 

could either cower and watch Sander score or make the tackle.  He decided to step up.  He took 

into consideration a bad season’s worth of frustration, a week’s worth of fear from the Deion’s 

words, and a play’s worth of anger at his own terrible punt, and he stepped up.  And in Hunter’s 

words, [SLIDE] “I pummeled the guy.”  Behind that tackle was the culmination of rage, 

redemption, and a feeling of having nothing left to lose.  All because he stepped up. 

This isn’t just a great story.  Parallels with Christian life can be made.  Remember, Matt Giordano’s 

prayer to God about God making him usable to God.  Hunter reworded it: [SLIDE] God uses 

people who make themselves usable to him.  I’m absolutely sure that lining up in an effort to tackle 

Deion Sanders was somewhat scary.  It was certainly uncomfortable.  But he put himself in a 

position to do it and he did it.  Hunter Smith, a punter, wasn’t the most qualified person on the 
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field to tackle Deion Sanders.  He wasn’t the strongest or the fastest or the best defender.  But he 

made himself available to do it.  In the same way, God doesn’t always use the most talented people 

available for the job.  He doesn’t always use the most accomplished or the most well-known or the 

most educated.  He uses people who have made themselves usable to God.  He uses the people 

who take seriously their call to share the faith.   

We have become a “politically” correct” nation, a PC nation.  So many times we try not to offend 

anyone.  We feel one way, but in the name of PC; we hold back for fear of offending.  Now, 

Christians don’t say anything, we hold back, because we don’t want to make someone angry or we 

don’t want to be labeled as one of “those people.”  But the problem is this: the world is looking 

for answers.  They are looking for love.  They are looking for a place they can fit in.  We have 

those things.  It’s not to say were smarter.  It’s to say we understand who God is and what God 

wants.  We understand that God is the one who made this universe, however he made it, and he is 

the one who loves everything he made, and that includes every one of us.  And it’s our 

responsibility to share those thoughts with the people we meet.  We were not made to back down.  

We weren’t made to be politically correct.  We were made to step up. 

When we don’t step up, we become like the salt that Matthew wrote about in this morning’s 

scripture.  It is salt that has lost its saltiness.  Do you remember what he said that unsalty salt was 

good for?  Let me remind you:  [SLIDE] It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.  

[13] God calls us to be salty; to not lose our saltiness.  God calls us to be bold; to speak the truth 

in love.  God calls us to be step up; to do the right thing and to say the right thing – even when it’s 

scary to do so.  God does not call us to blend into the world.  He doesn’t want us to let the world 

change us – he wants to change us.  You see, as Christians we are either intensely pursuing Christ 

or we are drifting away from him.  We are either letting him change us, allowing ourselves to be 

usable by God, or we are allowing ourselves to be change and used by the world. 

[SLIDE]  If you want to be the salt of the earth, first focus on following.  When you’re following, 

that means you are making yourself usable.  When you’re making yourself usable, that means 

you’re not backing down.  You’re stepping up.  Though there will be adversity, though you may 

see the whites of their eyes as they draw closer to ridicule you or ostracize you, stepping up is a 

concept that you will never regret.  And neither will God.  

 

 

 

 


