
 

D uring the Last Supper, Jesus 

spoke these words: Y our 

love for one another will prove to 

the world that you are my disciples.  

[JN 13.35]  Earlier in the Supper, 

Jesus had already said that one of 

the disciples would betray him and 

one would deny him.  Now, this 

sentence is located in a larger sec-

tion that talks about the unity of the 

disciples after Jesus’ death.  Could 

it be that unity is the key to reach-

ing the world for Jesus?  Apparent-

ly, Jesus thought so. 

If unity is the key to Building 

God’s Community, then shouldn’t 

it have precedence in our prayers?  

Shouldn’t we be praying for the 

unity of Christ’s body, the church, 

whether we mean the unity be-

tween Catholics and Protestants, 

Baptists and United Methodists, or 

even us within First UMC in 

Frankton?  If unity of the disciples 

mattered to Jesus as he faced his 

death, knowing that he would no 

longer be with them physically to 

lead them, shouldn’t unity matter to 

those of us who are here now, still 

without a physical Christ among 

us?  If unity was a priority to Jesus, 

shouldn’t it be 

a priority to us. 

It’s interesting 

to me that no-

where in scrip-

ture are we 

told to go out 

and build unity 

among Christ’s 

followers.  We 

are simply told to keep unity.  

From God’s perspective there is 

only one flock and only one shep-

herd.  Those in the flock may speak 

different languages from each oth-

er, dress differently from each oth-

er, live in different places of the 

world, and worship God in differ-

ent ways, but in God’s eyes we are 

still only one flock.  So in God’s 

eyes, unity does not need to be cre-

ated, it simply needs to be protect-

ed.   

We, the First United 

Methodist Church of  

Frankton, commit ourselves 

to sharing the message of 

Jesus Christ with every  

generation in the Frankton 

community by every means 

possible. 

So how do we do this?  Does it 

mean that we compromise our con-

victions?  No, I don’t think so.  

Does it mean that we abandon the 

truths we know?  Of course not.  

But it does mean that we look long 

and hard at the attitudes we carry 

within us.  Our attitude toward oth-

er members of God’s one flock re-

flect on the unity of God’s entire 

flock.  Let’s all take a look at our 

attitudes towards other members of 

God’s flock.  If we disagree, let’s 

find common ground to work on.  

If we don’t particularly like each 

other, let’s bury the hatchet (no, 

not in each other’s back), and re-

member that Christ loves us all and 

died for us all and rose for us all.   

God Bless 

Pastor Gary 

Pastors Corner                                                      by Pastor Gary Elsten 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

June 21 — Tenderloin Dinner  

June 23, 24 & 25 — Photos for church 
directory 

June 29 — Youth go to camp 

June 29 — Day of caring 

July 6 — Youth Sunday 

July 12 — Fun Fest 

July 13 thru July 18 — Vacation Bible 
School  - 6:30pm—8:30pm 

July 13  - Outdoor service  at the church 



Look Outward and Make Disciples for Christ 

A reflection on the 2014 UMC Indiana Conference                                                              by DeeDee Sigler 
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I  had the opportunity to attend the 2014 Indiana 

Conference of the United Methodist Church (UMC) 

on May 29-31. The Outwardly Focused Church was 

the theme with over 1,700 clergy, lay members and 

guests attending. 

The theme should sound familiar to those who attend 

and read information coming from the Frankton First 

UMC. It turns out Pastor Gary is right (did we doubt)? 

The UMC mission to “make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world” is not just words 

to fill space 

on paper. 

All of the 

speakers at 

conference 

were inspi-

rational to 

the core. I 

was partic-

ularly mo-

tivated by 

the Rev. Bob Farr, UMC Missouri Conference Direc-

tor of the Center for Congregational Excellence. Rev. 

Farr said “We should not fear the 10-letter word.” Yes, 

e-v-a-n-g-e-l-i-s-m. Instead, the Rev. Bob Farr said, 

“too often when faced with the option of ‘goofy evan-

gelism’ or nothing at all, we choose nothing at all.”  

Rev. Barr challenged Indiana United Methodists to 

“keep it simple.” We don’t have to evangelize the mes-

sage of Jesus Christ and “be weird about it,” however, 

his message was urgent! Methodists are losing. In-

stead, Rev. Barr reminded us of the Wesley way: 

“offer your relationship with God to others.” For all 

of us here at Frankton First UMC, that should sound 

familiar. In essence, he is challenging us to spend 

more time with those outside the church. “Don’t 

spend the rest of your lives with other United Meth-

odists, reach out to others in radical hospitality.”  

Faith and religion cannot be just in the church 

building! Rev. Barr almost demands of United 

Methodists that “it must be a part of our everyday 

lives.” Faith is: sharing in service, sharing in 

groups, sharing in worship, and sharing with the 

unconnected. In order to do this, we must be pre-

pared to tell our own faith story.  

Rev. Barr told conference participants to “be mis-

sionaries, instead of church members….and our 

mission is to get the church out of the building!” 

His words are not rocket science, are they? 

The United Methodist Annual Conference was an 

awesome experience. After attending last week, I 

know I 

must share 

the Good 

News of 

Jesus 

Christ. We 

hear this 

message 

each week 

from Pas-

tor Gary. 

Our motto is to “Build God’s Community.” What 

are we waiting for? 

New Church Directory                                                           by Dave Shetterly 

I t has been over 5 years since the last church direc-

tory was published so the communications team 

decided it was time for a new one.   

After a  search by DeeDee Sigler, Universal Church 

Directories was chosen to publish the new directory.   

Currently we are scheduling photography sessions 

which will take place at the factory on June 23, 24, & 

25.  If you haven’t scheduled an appointment, please 

contact the church office for details. 

The new directory will be out in early Fall. 

Rev. Bob Farr challenges United Methodist to 

be missionaries instead of church members 

Pastor Gary and I were among 

1773 clergy, lay members, and 

guests attending the conference. 
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Frankton First UMC  
 
8th and Sigler Streets,  
P.O. Box 338, Frankton, IN  46044  
Phone:          765.754.7996  
Parsonage:   765.754.7998  

A t this time last year we were wishing 7 high 

school senior boys good luck as they headed for 

the next chapter of their lives.  This year we will be 

wishing 8 girls and 1 boy  congratulations as they 

move on to the next phase of their lives.  Some of 

these seniors have been part of our congregation 

since birth, and others have joined us as recently as 

the beginning of our second worship service.   

 
Hailey Hamby, Brian Hendricks, and Morgan Taylor 

are going to go to Ball State University.  Hailey plans 

to major in psychology, Brian will study criminal 

justice, and Morgan will major in zoology.  Shelby 

Greene is going to Indiana University, but she is un-

decided on her major.  Kara Werline will attend An-

derson University to study dance business.        

 

Hannah Knotts is going to Indiana Wesleyan Univer-

sity to study music therapy.  Danielle Hunt will begin 

her studies in business administration this fall at Ivy 

Tech in Anderson.  Lexi Gray is going to head to 

Missouri Baptist University to study nursing.  Carlee 

Braddick would like to pursue a career in photog-

raphy. 

Our college students who graduated this year include 

Susan Murphy, Lisa Osheski, James Taylor, and Josh 

Wood.  Susan recently completed her BSBA in ac-

counting through an on-line program provided by New 

England College of Business and Finance.  She will 

continue her current position at Office Depot.  Lisa 

received an associate of science degree in nursing 

from Ivy Tech.  She hopes to find a job in an emergen-

cy room.  She has been accepted in the Indiana Wes-

leyan University master of science in nursing program.   
James graduated from Trine University magna cum 

laude with a chemical engineering degree.  He has a 

couple of job possibilities right now, but process engi-

neering is his preference.  Josh not only just graduated 

from Manchester University but also married Jennifer 

Powless May 31.  He earned a double major in biolo-

gy and environmental studies.  He has been accepted 

into the graduate program in biology at the University 

of Florida in Gainesville, so he will be continuing his 

studies as well as working there.   

 
We wish all of the graduates well in their pursuits.  We 

hope their time at the Frankton First UMC has been as 

memorable for them as they are for us and that they 

will always consider this to be their home church.   

 
Sunday Service: 8:45 a.m.  
NOW Service:    11:01 a.m.  
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.  
 
Pastor ’s Email: 
askpastorgary@frontier.com  

Congratulations Graduates                                                 by Bobbie Welker 

FFUMC and Frankton Lions Club    

Partners in the community                                           by Janie Buttry & Dave Shetterly 

 

I n todays’ society, many community service or-

ganizations are struggling to stay alive. In fact, 

many have closed their doors. This is not the case 

with the Frankton Lions Club which holds their 

meetings at “The Factory” and has many of their 

meals catered by the Faithful Servers. 

On March 29th, the Frankton Lions hosted their 

District Convention at the Factory at which the 

Faithful Servers prepared and served the meals.  

District Governor Jane Ford stated in the April 

2014 Hoosier Lion newspaper “The Factory was an 

awesome location to hold a convention and the food was 

fantastic”. 

Many of our church members are also members of the 

Frankton Lions club. Carroll Benson is a Past District 

Governor and past presidents of the local club are too 

numerous to mention everyone, but include Pastor Gary 

Elsten and the current, newly elected president Mike 

Shuter.  FFUMC and the Frankton Lions, serving the 

community. 
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Welcome New Members                                            By  Dave Shetterly 
 

I f a person is looking for a way to keep busy 

around our church, all he needs to do is contact a 

person who works with the Faithful Servers or just 

make himself available to help any time the Factory 

is in use.  From the typical tenderloin dinner activi-

ties, to prom festivities, to graduation parties, Lions 

Club dinners, birthday parties, concerts, and wedding 

receptions the Factory and often the Faithful Servers 

are called into use.   

 

From late May through June there are two wedding 

receptions at the Factory that the Faithful Servers 

will be assisting with plus a birthday party hosted 

elsewhere.  The new building will be used for four 

graduation parties, and on May 28 the 126 seniors 

were served lunch by this group of willing volunteers. 

 

Another arm of this group of volunteers keeps busy on 

Saturdays from about mid-June through Labor Day at 

the Farmer's Market in Elwood.  The fountain on An-

derson Street near the city building in Elwood is were 

the tables loaded with produce, provided mainly by 

Wayne Ousley, are set up.  If you want to help with the 

market or buy some great vegetables, plan to stop by.  

There is always room for more workers on any of 

these projects. 

Faithful Servers                                                          By Bobbie Welker 

S ummer has arrived and the kids are 

out of school. Are your kids looking 

for a day of free fun? Well, this is the 

place! Our Fun Fest is back on Saturday, 

July 12th from 4:00 to 6:30 pm.  

There will be games, prizes, refresh-

ments, face painting, chalk art contest, 

jump houses, a dunk tank, and who 

knows what else may pop up. 

 Although several people have already 

signed up to help with this event, we can always use 

an extra pair of hands or whatever skill or talent you 

can offer. Aside from run-

ning the event, there is also 

set up and tear down (roadies 

wanted). Volunteers need to 

arrive at 2:00 pm, and clean 

up may last until 7:30 pm. If 

you have any time to offer, 

(even an hour here or there) 

contact Jay Jarrett.  

Fun Fest 2014, it’s a great 

time to share Radical Hospitality with the Frankton 

community. 

Fun Fest 2014                                                                  By  Bill Evans 

S unday April 27th saw the 

membership roles of 

Frankton First United Method-

ist Church increase by ten as 

these individuals took the oath 

of membership to become new 

members of our church.  Make 

a point of looking up our new 

members, become acquainted 

if you aren’t already and wel-

coming them into our growing 

church family. 

THAT’S 30 TENDERLOIN DINNER—JUNE 21 

Doris Swaim 
Christy Abbott-

Fleming 

Dan Yates Theresa Yates Sharon Kyle Eric Long Melissa long 

Halie Abbott Rex Abbott Julie Abbott 


