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Why We Worship 
Frankton – 3/08/15 

Scripture: Romans 10:9-13 confessing Christ as Lord   

Proposition: You won’t believe what I believe about Jesus Christ. 

We’re starting a series of sermons today that I have titled: [SLIDE]  Why we worship.  I think 

there are times when we forget the why of worshipping.  Oh, we come to worship on Sunday.  We 

sit in the pews sing the songs and pray the prayers and read the scripture and listen to the sermon.  

But somewhere along the way, we have lost the wonder of worship.  We remember the how, but 

we forget the why.  Or maybe, to say it better, we may not forget the why, we just take for granted 

the why.  It’s old hat now.  We do worship every week, and we’ve gotten into a worship rut.  So 

we’re going to spend the rest of Lent, all the way through Easter, trying to remind us of the why 

we worship.  So let’s get started.   

They say that ‘confession is good for the soul’.  And I know it is.  Now, normally, we think of 

confessing as telling our sins and we get this mental image of a Catholic confessional where we 

go in to a little-bitty room and tell our sins to the priest who is sitting behind a wall.  But Paul uses 

the word differently here.  He writes in the first part of verse 9:  [SLIDE]  Because if you confess 

with your lips that Jesus is Lord….  Obviously, Paul is not writing about confessing a litany of 

things about ourselves, like we traditionally think of when we think of confessing.  What Paul is 

writing about is more closely associated with the word ‘professing’.  Paul is talking about 

professing our relationship with Jesus Christ; that Christ is our boss, our master, Savior, leader and 

forgiver.  So this isn’t going into some secluded private room and baring your soul to someone.  

This is a different kind of confessing.  Nor is it in fact confessing “Jesus is Lord” in the quiet of a 

lonely room.  In fact, the Greek word Paul used and we translated as confessing has the connotation 

of declaring openly; to praise and to celebrate.  

Now I don’t mean that we all have to walk up to the chancel every Sunday and give testimony 

how Christ has changed our life and that we have given our life to him, although I wish we would 

have more people do that.  That kind of testimony is exactly what happened in churches for many 

years.  Some of you can probably remember people going to the lectern or standing at their pew 

during a worship service and giving their testimony of what Jesus has meant in their lives.  Some 

of you have done that yourself.  We, as a church, have done that here in the past.  Some of you 

might be able to remember that kind of thing happening very frequently at worship services.  In 

fact, giving a testimony was one of the hallmarks of the early Methodist services as Methodism 

grew here in the Midwest.  Five things were guaranteed to happen in early Methodist worship 

services: [SLIDE]  preachin’, prayin’, singin’, readin’, and testifyin’. 

We do all of those five things in community with each other.  We can’t live a hermit life and be 

faithful to our calling from Jesus.  We have been called to live in community with our neighbors 

and by being in that community we are at our best at professing or proclaiming the gospel when 

our actions and our words speak the same language.  Too often Christians say one thing and do 

the opposite and that hurts all Christian reputation.  I was going somewhere a while back and the 

car in front of me had two bumper stickers on it.  One bumper sticker was on the extreme left-hand 
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side and the other on the extreme right-hand side.  The sticker on the left-hand side said, “Jesus is 

Lord.”  These are exactly the same words that Paul used in this morning’s passage.  The bumper 

sticker on the right-hand side had a picture of a gun and said, “Go ahead and honk.”  I’m not saying 

anything about guns, but I am saying those two bumper stickers gave mixed messages.  The left-

hand side didn’t go with the right-hand side.  It was a terrible confession of faith.  Our words and 

actions need to fit together better than those bumper stickers. 

The question becomes: what do we say when we confess, or profess, that [SLIDE]  “Jesus is 

Lord”?  The word lord means master.  It’s the title of respect that a servant, a slave, calls his master.  

In the introduction to this letter to the Romans, Paul introduces himself as a slave to Christ.  We 

don’t want to do that today.  In today’s society, we might say instead “we are a servant of Jesus.”  

He’s someone whose orders we follow.  He’s the person in charge, the man up front, the big 

kahuna, the big guy.  But when we say that, do we really mean it?  Do we really mean that we treat 

Christ as the big guy?  And do our actions also show that we really mean it?  We need to be careful 

of what we profess when our bumper sticker is talking and our lips are silent.   

But confessing isn’t the only action required according to this morning’s scripture.  In the last part 

of verse 9, Paul writes that we must [SLIDE]  believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead.  Therein lies the gospel message: Raising Jesus was God’s way of getting back what belongs 

to God – us, his people.  As Wesleyans we believe that humanity has fallen away from God and 

cannot get back on our own, but God had a plan for that.  And that plan was the birth, life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  A Christian must believe that Jesus is risen from the dead.  The 

resurrection is an essential tenet of Christian belief.  In other words, as Christians, we cannot 

celebrate Christmas until we know about Easter.  Christmas isn’t Christmas without Easter.  The 

Christian must believe not only that Jesus lived and died, but also that he lives still.   

Believing in this God that was once alive, was dead for a while and now is alive again takes 

believing in a pretty big God.  I think we tend to forget how big our God is.  We don’t open our 

minds up to the possibilities of what a big God we have and what God-awesome things God can 

do.  The original reformer, Martin Luther, was quoted as saying, [SLIDE]  “God could ride a 

galloping horse, shoot with a crooked bow and still hit his mark.”  In other words, God is big 

enough, good enough that he can do pretty much anything he wants and/or tries to do.  Luther 

understood the concept of a big God.  It’s hard for a lot of us to believe in that big of a God.  In 

fact, some can’t believe it.  We put human shortcomings on God.  We tend to put God in a box.  

Or maybe a genie bottle.  But our God is big enough to be worshiped. 

I try my best to emulate Luther in his [SLIDE]  “Big God” belief.  I try my best to believe in a big 

God.  I believe in a God who was big enough come to earth to be born to a virgin girl whose parents 

were of peasant stock and whose fiancée was a carpenter.  I believe that when Jesus turned thirty, 

he said “Good-bye, Mom” and started a new career of itinerant preaching.  I believe Jesus turned 

water into wine, that he healed the eyes of a blind man, the legs of a lame man, the hand of a 

leprous man, the organs of a bleeding woman.  I believe Jesus walked on water, calmed a storm, 

and fed 5000 people with the fixings for a couple of fish sandwiches.  I believe Jesus called 

Zaccheaus down from tree, that he called the Pharisees on the carpet and that he called Lazarus up 

from the grave.  I believe Jesus prayed till he bled, bled till he died, and died till he rose.   
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I believe God is big enough to have an effect on people even after the times of the Bible.  I believe 

Wilberforce fought to free the slaves in England long before the American Civil War – because he 

believed slavery was wrong and Jesus was right.  I believe Washington prayed to Jesus Christ 

while he and his army camped at Valley Forge – because he believed he needed divine help in 

leading his army.  I believe Lincoln sat alone with his dog-eared Bible – the very story of Jesus 

Christ – because he believed he could find time-honored truths for a time when things didn’t look 

very good in this country.  I believe India’s Mother Theresa and the United States’ own St. 

Elizabeth Anne Seton spent their time and energy among the poorest of the poor because they 

believed that Jesus set the greatest example in his ministry to everyone regardless of race or creed, 

poorness or prosperity, and that everyone deserves to be helped when in need.   

I believe God effected the great drama threading through twenty centuries of art.  I believe that 

Martin Luther wept as he composed his hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”  I believe 

Caravaggio sighed as he painted one of his greatest masterpieces, “Supper at Emmaus.”  I believe 

Michelangelo stepped back from the rock-carved David and thanked the God who inspired it.  I 

believe Rembrandt gazed wistfully at his picture of a Father greeting his prodigal Son.  I believe 

hundreds of workers marveled at the outcome of their own work in building the Christo Redentor 

(Christ the Redeemer) – the 90 foot tall statue of Christ that overlooks Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  I 

believe thousands weeping over the music being presented by today’s artists – Michael W. Smith, 

Jeremy Camp, Third Day, and Alexandria’s own Gaither Vocal Band. 

I believe Jesus Christ’s effect everywhere in the world today.  Journey into the jungles of Africa 

and South America and hear the drums beating in praise of Christ.  Listen to Christian rock music 

that is turning today’s teens on to Jesus’ timeless message.  Sneak into the corners of socialism 

and what’s left of communism and find believers worshipping under the threat of death.  Walk on 

death row and witness the prisoner condemned by man, yet liberated by God.  Venture into the 

gulags and dungeons of the world and hear the songs of the saved refusing to be silent just like 

Paul and Silas sang in a Philippian jail two thousand years ago.   

Yes, I believe Jesus Christ still has influence on our lives even today.  I believe all the changed 

lives because Jesus Christ walked this earth, died for our sins and rose for our lives.  I believe the 

abused child who grew up and became a gang member but was set straight by a pastor who 

wouldn’t give up on him.  I believe the recovering drug addict that finally hit bottom and the only 

way up was to heed the call of the Holy Spirit.  I believe the alcoholic father who is now dry 

because Jesus is king in his life now.  I believe the once-rocky marriages now rebuilt on the 

cornerstone of Christ.  I believe the orphans who now embraced because Christ taught us to love 

one another.  I believe the embittered who are now joyful, the imprisoned now inspired, the shamed 

who are now forgiven. 

I believe in Jesus’ name.  At Jesus’ name, sinners are saved from an eternal life spent in hell and 

saved to an eternal life spent with God in heaven.  At Jesus’ name, the angels of heaven bow down 

to worship the Lion of Judah.  At Jesus’ name, every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord.  At Jesus’ name, the demons that lurk here on earth and their leader who is 

the Crown Prince of Hell cringe and scurry away in fear.  I believe in Jesus’ name.  Jesus, Jesus, 

Jesus!  There's just something about that name!  Master, Savior, Jesus!  Like the fragrance after 

the rain.  Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!  Let all heaven and earth proclaim: Kings and kingdoms will all pass 

away, but there's something about that name!   
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The world can’t understand him.  The armies can’t defeat him.  The schools can’t excuse him. 

Herod couldn’t kill him.  The Pharisees couldn’t confuse him.  Nero couldn’t crush him. 

Today’s political leaders can’t ignore him.  Today’s new age theologies can’t replace him.  And 

Oprah can’t explain him away.   

His death bought my life.  His resurrection bought me power.  His reign brings me peace. 

I follow him because he is the power of the powerless.  I follow him because he is the wisdom of 

the foolish.  I follow him because he is the ancient of days.   

I serve him because his bond is love.  I serve him because his burden on me is light.  I serve him 

because his goal is abundant life for me.   

I love him because he first loved me.  I love him because he first loved you.  I love him because 

he has taught me to love you. 

I worship him because he is the leader of leaders.  I worship him because he is the ruler of rulers.  

I worship him because he is the overseer of all us over-comers and he is going to come again. 

That’s why I worship.  That’s why we worship. 

 

 

[SLIDES]  Sing Chorus of “There’s Something About That Name”   

 


